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VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING ACT 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.04 am]: The Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2019 was 
passed by Parliament in December 2019.  Part 1, other than divisions 2 to 4, commenced on royal assent on 
19 December 2019, and the rest of the act will commence on proclamation, which is expected in mid-June 2021.  The 
Department of Health has commenced the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act implementation project and set up the VAD 
implementation leadership team. Dr Scott Blackwell is the chair and Ms Noreen Fynn is the deputy chair of the 
implementation leadership team. The other team members include Dr Elissa Campbell, Ms Amanda Collins-Clinch, 
Ms Margaret Denton, Associate Professor Chris Etherton-Beer, Dr Andrew Miller, Mrs Chris Kane, Hon Dr Sally Talbot 
and Dr Peter Wallace. The team has been established to provide expert advice to the department, as well as overseeing, 
coordinating and facilitating the work required to prepare for voluntary assisted dying in Western Australia. 
Members of the team will lead work groups tasked with a number of these elements, including establishing the 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Board; developing clinical guidelines and a service delivery framework; recommending 
the approval of a suitable voluntary assisted dying substance or substances; developing pharmacy and care navigator 
services; participating in practitioner training; developing consumer, community and health provider information; 
and establishing secure data and reporting mechanisms. The team will be working closely with key stakeholders 
throughout the next 12 months to ensure that voluntary assisted dying is implemented safely and appropriately within 
the context of existing care options available to people at the end of life. The passage of the VAD act was a watershed 
moment for this Parliament. The government listened to the community and is now getting on with the work of 
making voluntary assisted dying a lawful option for eligible people with intolerable suffering at the end of life. 
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